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OPINION

Yer out!  Don’t kick dirt at the 
umpire, because she’s right!

For the record, the Proclamation staff would like to applaud Ms. 
Coggins for her stricter hallway policy. The unfortunate fact is, in past 
years, administrators and teachers have taken an overly tolerant attitude to 
school rules, thereby causing students to lose respect for authority. With 
the growth of the school population, someone has to assume the role of 
leadership and enforce the rules. Ms. Coggins should be commended, for 
she has assumed the responsibility and assertion necessary to ensure a 
safe, productive school experience for us all. 

The new rules regarding the hallways make for an easier and 
faster trip to class. As we all know there have been several students who 
have been suspended due to their tardiness to class or because they were 
in the hallways without a pass. Although it seems to be a controversial 
issue among students, we find that it is helping to separate the students 
who are avoiding class  from the students who are in class trying to 
learn. The new policy helps teachers as well. If a student is caught in the 
hallway without pass, they are suspended; this makes for a better class 
period.  If there are no students hanging out in the hallway, the noise that 
disrupts class will diminish. 

As with every policy, however, the new hallway policies are not 
without their conflicts; nor are all of the students’ concerns unjustified. 
Teachers, for their part, should make a more concerted effort to enforce 
the rules. Equally, all faculty members should take a stricter approach to 
hallway policy, but they should also be mindful of the fact that with so 

many students in 
the building with 
c o n f l i c t i n g 
s c h e d u l e s , 
agendas , and 
academic needs, 
a certain degree 
of leniency is 
n e c e s s a r y . 
Students expect 
teachers to be 
strict, but also 
understanding – 
the transition 
from one form of 

school policies to 
another can evoke a feeling of extreme bureaucratic oppression. 

For the students who complain about the policy, the simple way 
of avoiding a suspension is to get to class on time and to stay out of the 
hallways.  If you're complaining that the hallways are too crowded to be 
able to get to class on time, there is always an alternate route. Be sure to 
think ahead of time and take the stairwell or hallway that is less 
crowded to assure yourself that you will be on time. Whenever you need a 
pass, be sure to make clear to your teacher that it's an emergency and 
cannot wait.  The teacher should understand, as well as the administration. 
Be sure to always have your full name, date, time,  and destination on 
every pass, or you will get reprimanded. 

Generally, if you follow these rules, you won't have to worry 
about getting suspended or getting into trouble.  Always remember that 
there is a less crowded alternate route and that quicker steps call for 
better attendance and less suspensions.

Hallway Traffic
What makes you stop in the 
hallway? Someone walking too 
slow? Someone stopping to chat 
with a friend? Or even someone 
stopping to tie their shoe? All of 
this adds up to one thing. 
Traffic. Our hallways are as 
crowded and jammed as the 
highway at rush hour. Here’s 
something you can try as an 
experiment. Try to walk all the 
way from one end of the 
hallway to another without 
stopping. I can guarantee that 
you will need to stop!

Another issue which 
adds to traffic is that some 
stairways are not available to 
use, since some are blocked by 
security guards.  I think that all stairways should be open to maintain the 
flow of students.  “It is real! The hallways are full of people that stop short 
to talk to people,” remarked one student. From any perspective, this is a 
real problem.

What actions should be taken to make the hallways more 
orderly? Should we place a line down the middle of the hall dividing a 
slow and a fast lane? Should teachers increase disciplinary actions? 
Unfortunately, the issue of hallway traffic is one that may be never 
solved. Regardless, students must take the responsibility to get to class 
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as quickly as possible and to extend basic acts of courtesy when walking 
in the halls. These things alone would really make things easier for 
everyone involved. Until a solution is found don’t expect to get to class 
early!

-Harrison Strom

Sexual Harassment at Cross
 For too many young women at Cross,  school is not a place for 
learning, but rather a place where their dignity and confidence are 
threatened. The New Haven public school system, and Cross’ Mission 
Statement, is committed to provide all students with a safe environment. 
Sexual harassment endangers the goal of academic excellence—at Wilbur 
Cross, the New Haven Public schools, and at schools nationwide. 
 According to the New Haven Public School policy, sexual 
harassment is defined as “any unwanted and unwelcome behavior that 
interferes with a student’s right to learn, study, work, achieve, or 
participate in school activities in a comfortable and supportive 
atmosphere.” Although types of sexual harassment vary, the cases that are 
reported are most commonly instances of a male harassing a female. A 
number of students were interviewed for this article.   Names have been 
withheld. 
 One young woman, a Cross senior, doubted that anything could 
be done to stop the problem. “It’s definitely a problem, but I don’t think it 
can be changed,” she explained. “Some guys want something and they’ll 
do anything to get it—no matter how many people they hurt. You just 
can’t change people’s attitudes.” 
 Another girl described her experiences: “I had a friend who had 
a problem with touching [me]…It made me feel crazy—it made me feel 
really bad. Once, I told a security guard what was going on. The boy just 
laughed in his face and walked away.  There was really nothing he [the 
security officer] could do... Now, there are so many people here [at Cross] 
that a guy can just molest you and there’s no way for you to know who it 
was.” 
 A different young woman told of being physically assaulted. Her 
voice was fearful, and she only consented to speak once she was 
promised anonymity: “Once these two guys cornered and harassed me in 
the hallway. A few other people walked by but didn’t do anything. No 
adults were there to see it happen. I screamed. No one came...Maybe no 
one heard me, maybe they did. But no one came. I felt— horrible —about 
myself, for weeks, after it happened. I still do. You can’t describe it to 
someone who hasn’t been through it. If a girl happens to look older than 
what they really are, guys think they just have the right touch you 
whenever and wherever they want.” She never reported this incident 
because she felt as if no one would believe her. “It’s so hard to prove, ya 
know. Unless they see it with their own eyes, people don’t want to believe 
you. Usually, girls just learn to deal with it.” 
 One boy expressed frustration with the problem of violence and 
harassment against females. “I see guys bothering girls all the time: 
making rude comments about their bodies, touching them, sometimes 
hitting them…I personally think its wrong, but a lot of guys seem to think 
it’s cool to touch a girl when she doesn’t want to be touched or to make 
offensive remarks. I don’t know why. I guess it makes them feel like 
they’ve got power over girls when they do it. When I see it happen, I feel 
as if I should tell an adult,  but more than likely, they won’t believe me. 
What can you do, really?” 
 Gladys Jackson-DeYoung, the school social worker, described 
the difficulty that teachers and administrators face when dealing with 
harassment. “Girls may be unaware that they’re being harassed,” she 
explained. “Some behaviors are accepted because you don’t know how 

to say ‘I don’t like that.’ Ms. DeYoung also suggested that the likelihood 
of harassment depends on a number of different factors including 

socioeconomic status, culture,  and exposure to education. Some young 
women, who are exposed to consistently healthy environments, are 
conscious of their rights, and are thus capable of identifying when they 
are being harassed. Unfortunately, too many girls seem to be unaware of 
the fact that they have the right to safety from unwanted sexual advances. 
This makes it difficult for administrators, to identify whether incidents are 
‘consensual’ or otherwise. Mrs. DeYoung said: “The bottom line is: if it 
makes you feel uncomfortable, its harassment...The more confident 
women become in the power that they have to control their bodies, they 
become more capable of resisting harassment.” 
 Although the majority of instances of sexual harassment involve 
a male harassing a female, it can also involve female to male, male-to-
male, and female-to-female behaviors. The Proclamation staff will 
examine the factors and forms of sexual harassment, and this examination 
may include surveys and questionnaires.  Anyone interested in 
participating in this study may contact Torrese Ouellette or Mr. Brochin in 
Room A214.

-Torrese Ouellette

NEWS

Principal Changes
 Six years ago, Ms. Coggins was here as an administrator. She 
knows about Wilbur Cross more than you think. There are things to know 
about her. 

 Before she came to Cross, she first taught computer technology 
in Virginia. Later, she taught at James Hillhouse High School.  Now she 
thinks it's an honor to be the leader of Wilbur Cross, the largest high 
school in New Haven. 

The first thing Ms. Coggins does when she walks into the 
building is check her email. She believes that establishing a connection 
with parents and coworkers is crucial. Via email, it’s convenient, she says. 
"The school belongs to us and parents.”

Although she was not forewarned about her appointment to 
Cross or about the influx of students (there are approximately 1600 
students at the school today; quite a contrast to the 1300 that were here 
six years ago), Ms. Coggins is taking Cross in a new direction.
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She wants the accreditation to make sure that we are following 
the curriculum. She would like all of the students to learn at high levels 
and have more AP courses.  She wants a program with a greater variety of 
courses, such as foreign languages. Ms. Coggins’ plan is to foster a school 
atmosphere in which things like extracurricular and co-curricular 
activities can flourish.  She would like students to be informed about what 
is available at the school.  The library, which now appears to be taboo to 
every other student, is to be a center of school life.

Right now, she's in the building stage of a good relationship with 
the students.  
            "Juniors boo-ed me", said Ms. Coggins, referring to the junior 
class meeting, "I thought it was the highest possible compliment”. 
“Changes are hard, but students need to accept them. This is not about a 
dictatorship, but about order and discipline.”
            She wants the students to be safe and all the students, in class.  The 
school community will be expected to use curriculum and follow rules. "I 
believe that things should be done in an orderly fashion,"  says Ms. 
Coggins. The administration will be focusing on reconstructing a 
foundation for a school that genuinely promotes learning. 

"I want kids to be happy and feel good when coming to school."  
 When asked about a single message she would like to send out to 
the students, she thought about it long and hard. Finally, she said that she 
believes Cross is a good place and she wants to continue that tradition. 

Despite this new regime being radically different, through it we 
are given a chance at self-improvement.

-Janet Yi and Edgar Pliaskis, photo by Mercedes Peres         

Please note that new staff photos will be included in the 
next issue.

Bye, Bye Captain Pi
 Robert Canelli was our principal for four years, and like the two 
principal before him, has moved on. It is almost as if an informal term 
limit has been imposed on Cross principals. During his tenure here, Mr. 
Canelli was, to put it mildly, a presence. Every morning at Cross, as the 
hundreds of students piled through the metal detectors, Canelli would be 
standing there to greet students, sporting a finely tailored black suit, with 
long black overcoat,  and brilliantly polished shoes. His blonde 
highlighted hair was also perfectly combed, so not a single hair stood out 
of place. Canelli wanted to obtain Hollywood fame, but even though he 
dressed the part, his alligiance and true passion still lay with the students 
he loved teaching. Under Canelli, the number of students taking advanced 
placement courses rose to several hundred. He was determined to 
improve Cross, not only academically but also with respect to security, 
and a no tolerance for fighting policy was enacted.  Mr. Canelli left time 

for fun and laughter. Bragging about his role as an extra in such films as 
"Indiana Jones 4," portraying comedic roles in the school musicals, 
playing in charity basketball games, and dressing up as Captain Pi on 
March 14. Let's just hope that Hollywood has one role left for him.

-Bryan McGarthy

Bong Hits Update

 This is an article continued from a story covered in the April 
2006 issue of the Proclamation.  The original story was about a students’ 
right to free speech.  Back in 2002, a student in high school, named 
Joseph Frederick,  in Juneau, Alaska was suspended for being responsible 
for displaying a banner outside a school event that read “BONG HiTS 4 
JESUS.”  The school, which he attended, had released early for the day, 
to watch the Olympic Torch run by the school.
 The student had been absent from school for the past 8 days.  He 
didn’t show up for school that morning, but when he did,  he had gotten a 
group of friends to help him hold the 14-foot banner up.  The principal of 
the school immediately confiscated the banner and suspended Frederick.  
When the principal asked him who else was involved in the scheme, and 
he didn’t tell,  but quoted Thomas Jefferson’s free speech idea, she 
extended his suspension.
 On April 25, 2002, Frederick filed a lawsuit against his principal 
and school board.  He believed that his free speech rights had been 
violated.  The 
whole case is 
about whether or 
not Frederick 
should have been 
suspended.  The 
b a n n e r w a s 
displayed off 
school-grounds, 
and some would 
say that the 
principal of the 
school had no 
right to take the 
b a n n e r a n d 
s u s p e n d t h e 
student.  The 
other side of the 
argument is that 
the banner was 
displayed at a 
school-supported function, where the school had supervised students 
throughout the event.
 In the Supreme Court, justice Samuel Alito wrote a concurrence 
agreeing with majority.  This reads, “(a) it goes no further than to hold 
that a public school may restrict speech that a reasonable observer would 
interpret as advocating illegal drug use and (b) it provides no support for 
any restriction of speech that can plausibly be interpreted as commenting 
on any political or social issue, including speech on issues such as "the 
wisdom of the war on drugs or of legalizing marijuana for medicinal use."   
The dissent, by justice John Paul Stevens, argues: “the school's interest in 
protecting its students from exposure to speech "reasonably regarded as 
promoting illegal drug use," ante, at 1, cannot justify disciplining 
Frederick for his attempt to make an ambiguous statement to a television 
audience simply because it contained an oblique reference to drugs. The 
First Amendment demands more, indeed, much more.”  He says that the 
majority decision “trivializes the two cardinal principles upon with [the 
Tinker case] rests, [because it] upholds a punishment meted out on the 
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basis of a listener’s disagreement with her understanding…of the 
speaker’s viewpoint.  Encouraging drug use…hardly justifies 
censorship.”

-Ian Nixon

BUSH ORDERS YEAR-ROUND 
SCHOOLING!
 You may have heard about the 
bill proposed by the Senate for 
school to last an entire year. 
President George W. Bush signed 
it today in attempt to restore the 
country’s belief that ‘our children 
is learning’. Says leader, “The 
reasoning behind this idea was 
that children aren’t reaching their 
intellectual potential. They waste 
their summers watching television 
and sleeping. That was 
unimaginable when I was their 
age,” Evidently, the country needs 
to step it up. “With this new bill,” 
adds Bush, “kids in America will 
spend just as much time in school 
as kids in China, and Brazilia.”

-Risa Duff

Weekly World News     

     Bat Child 
Found in Cave! 
Merman Caught 
in South Pacific!  
We’ve all seen 
these headlines 
before at Expect 
Discount and 
Stop and Shop. 
These are the 
stories of the 
Weekly World 
News.  Since  
1979, the Weekly 
Wo r l d N e w s 
p u b l i s h e d 
h u n d r e d s o f 
articles on aliens, 
d e c e a s e d 
celebrities, and 
mythical creatures.  But after 28 years this tabloid was put to rest for good. 
Why are the editors of the Weekly World News stopping publications, 
you ask? Well,  since 2006 the company who owns the paper, American 
Media,  struggled with low sales numbers and was not able to increase the 
number of buyers. 
    So they decided to pull the plug on the Weekly World News, but there 
is no doubt that it will be missed by many people. Luke Goldberg, a 
sophomore, had occasionally read the Weekly World News and said, “It 
was weird, but there were some stories that were pretty decent.”

Their most popular articles were the infamous Bat Boy stories. 
Originally written in 1992, the story was about a boy who was half 
human and half bat being found in a cave. He has since led police on a 
number of high speed chases and has been spotted in New York subways. 
Stories predicted that Bat Boy would become President in the year 2080. 
So if you’re ever in the Big Apple, be on the lookout for Bat Boy.

Although there will be no more Weekly World News papers in stores, 
you can still read updated articles about ghosts,  alien babies, and 
mermaids on their website, www.weeklyworldnews.com.

-India Moye

Mattison vs. Brison
‘Healthy competition’ best describes the situation between 

current 10th ward Alderman Ed Mattison and his opponent Allan Brison. 
The two men visited Wilbur Cross on Tuesday, October 2nd and had a 
conversation with Mr. Brochin's journalism class. They were asked 
questions such as, "What is an alderman?" and "What can you do for us?" 
While both supported their positions equally well,  Brison offered a more 
people-oriented, liberal view on an alderman’s job. Some students, 
however, were of another opinion. Aaron Griffin says, "Mattison was 
answering questions, while Brison looked confused. Mattison deserves to 
stay alderman." Although due to a standard, moderate-liberal mindset 
Mattison has brought many people to his side, Brison is a strong 
opponent. The politics of the event could be felt in the room as both 
candidates answered questions they did not expect. Each had to detail the 
previously offered definition of an ‘alderman’, and the competition was 
evident - not between two men,  but between two different sets of 
ideologies. This event was the candidates’ chance to explain their views 
to New Haven students, most of whom were unfamiliar with the topics at 
hand, and therefore relatively unbiased. 

Mattison has been alderman for more than six years, and this 
was evident in the well-sanded way he spoke. Janet Yi, another student 
present, says: "I think Mattison is going to get re-elected. He seems to 
know what he's doing."  After being asked, "What does an alderman do?” 
Ed Mattison stated that his job was to "make things happen." After the sit-
down, when Jasmine Suggs was asked what she thought about it, she 
answered: "Mattison was more outspoken, and it seems like you need to 
be outspoken for that sort of position." 
  Despite all this, it may be that New Haven is thirsty for some 
real change.

-Rachel Rosario

The Proclamation   5             October 2007

http://www.weeklyworldnews.com
http://www.weeklyworldnews.com


Mexican Independence
 Mexican independence was one of the longest processes of Latin 
American - the new Spain maintained the control of the crown for almost 
three centuries. In the beginning, this fight was headed by the priest 
Miguel Hidalgo and the general Ignacio Allende. It lasted approximately 
eleven years, when many people were in front of the insurgent army,  until 
in 1821 Mexico was proclaimed an independent country. On February 24, 
1821, with the endorsement of Gerrero, Iturbide signed a document in 
which invited to all the inhabitants of the New Spain to forget its 
divisions and to be united to reach independence. This document was 
called Plan of Retainer,  or of the three mutual Guarantees. These were: 
Mexico would be an independent country governed by a Spanish 
monarch; the Catholic religion would be the single official faith of the 
country; and the Spaniards and natives would have the same rights and 
privileges. The king did not take any measure against Iturbide and was 
obliged to renounce. The last king of the New Spain was Juan O'Donojú, 
who in his arrival to Mexico in July of 1821 accepted the tried Cordoba, 

recognizing the independence of 
Mexico.

-Evell Concepcion

FEATURES

Fare Thee Well, 
Class of 2007!
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Big Rog.
 Whom do you know that has worked with famous recording 
artists such as Lil’  Kim, Kelly Price, Mob Deep,  Darnell Jones and Gerald 
Levert?
 Well,  it’s our own Roger the security guard. Most people know 
him as Big Rog.  He’s back, and no one’s ever messed with him. Roger 
knows plenty about the student life at Wilbur Cross High School, 
considering that he graduated in 1990.
 You can’t 
miss Roger in the 
“Crossroads” 1990 
edition yearbook- 
where you find a 
photo of him as a 
senior, sporting a 
then-fashionable 
high low hair cut 
and a power-lifting 
jacket.  During his 
high school years 
h e w a s v e r y 
athletic, playing 
football,  power 
lifting, and doing 
i n d o o r / o u t d o o r 
track.  
 R o g e r 
loves his job. He 
sates that he loves 
giving back to the 
community and 
working with kids.  
He likes being a 
school graduate and he likes the teachers.  He’s excited about the new 
programs that Wilbur Cross has to offer.
 Roger has been working at Cross for over 5 years, through the 
good times and the bad.  He has been here for the oh-so-serious and 
controversial riots and more.  Roger has also made special bonds and 
relationships with the students here.
 He will always miss the kids that have graduated and moved on.  
Roger was more than happy to say that the former Cross students that he 
has trained for football have now made it into the NFL.  Any Cross 
students trying to go clubbin’?  I hope not, because Roger just might bust 
you! He’s been running nightclub security for over 18 years, right after 
high school.
 Overall, Roger is glad to be back at Cross and is looking forward 
to an excellent and strong year.  So next time you see him standing at his 
post, the “T”, say hi to him ‘cause Roger’s the Man!

-Janisha Wright

Life of a Freshman
	
 New teachers, new faces, new friends, more work. Over 600 
hundred new freshman came to Cross this year. Their first few days were 
met by confusing schedule changes and chaotic crowded hallways. We all 
remember what it was like to be a freshman, but what is it like for the 
new freshmen who have to deal with new lunch schedules and way more 
students than before? One freshman, 15 year old Erika Altreche, tells us 
what it's like coming from Troup to such a big school like Cross. 

 Q: How does it feel to be a freshman?
 A: Being a freshman is very different from the 8th grade. I 
definitely feel less noticeable and feel like I'm a target. I don’t think 
anybody really cares about the freshmen and I feel like I am starting from 
the bottom again. Being a freshman is very hard in such a crowded 
school! Sometimes I feel like a baby fish in a really big ocean. Hopefully 
I'll get used to it, but for now I’m still anxious. 
 Q:  Was it difficult coming from middle school to such a big 
school like Wilbur Cross? What was the transition like?
 A: It was extremely difficult coming from middle school. I get 
pushed into lockers and people don't even notice that they did it. The 
transition was a big change. We have more books and binders and so 
much stuff! I have at least 3 times the amount of things to carry in my 
backpack. It's so different and it is nothing like middle school. In middle 
school I gave a speech at graduation and everyone knew who I was! Now 
it's different and I get lost everyday.  
 Q: Because the hallways are so crowded how does it affect your 
attendance (if it does)?
 A: The crowded hallways have made me tardy once or twice, but 
freshmen get lost right? I definitely get aggravated.  People just can't 
move! I'll get used to it, but I just don't like it. 
 Q: Does the difference in culture affect you in any way?
 A: Well, Cross is definitely a diverse school. For me personally 
diversity is not an issue, but we all know how fights can happen over the 
simplest and primitive conflicts. I don't mind being in a school of mixed 
races. I think it's actually more interesting. 
 Q: What issues have struck you most this year?
 A: Well I can't really name one incident, but for me it's all the 
fighting. I don't even know what it has to do with, but I thought that 
racism and prejudice were 
things in the past. I 
understand where people 
come from as far as 
fighting goes, but I think it 
happens too much for one 
school. 
 
 Freshman year is 
possibly one of the most 
difficult years for high 
school students. It's the year 
in which we learn where we 
fit in and who with. 
Freshmen must remember 
that you're not invisible and 
you are known. If you 
remember that and if you 
make the right friends your 
freshman year will be a 
breeze. 

-Rachel Rosario
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Ms. Malicki’s Flexible Side
 Almost everybody knows Miss Malicki. If you are a senior this 
year, you know her as our class advisor, or you may have had her as your 
physical education teacher before.  Ms Malicki has been teaching at 
Wilbur cross for 6 years and she has already made history in school. She 
is the first physical education teacher to teach Pilates in this school. This 
is her second year, last year being the first. Behind the doors of C 101, 
during period 1 and period 4/ 5, she shows us a more flexible side of her. 
Literally.
 Pilates is often confused by a lot of people with the word karate,  
but they are so much different.  If you have never heard of Pilates you 
may be wondering, "What in the world is it?" Well let me lay the basics to 
you. Pilates is a series 
of exercises that 
c o m b i n e s y o g a , 
d a n c e , a n d 
gymnastics; but it also 
includes lots of 
original movements 
that distinguish them 
from these other 
techniques.
 Some people 
take Pilates to get in 
shape, like Miss 
Malicki admitted to 
us. Some people take 
it to lose weight, to 
have better flexibility, 
better posture, or just to keep moving. Pilates improves mental and 
physical well being, increases flexibility and strengthens muscles it uses. 
It has controlled movements in the forms of mat exercises or equipment 
to tone and strengthens the body. It's also designed to combine your 
breathing rhythm with your body movement.
 People who do Pilates regularly feel like they have better posture 
and are less prone to injuries and experience better overall health. Most 
people today focus on the mat exercises that are designed so that your 
body uses its own weight as resistance. One of the most great things 
about Pilates,  Ms. Malicki said, is that anybody can do it- people from all 
age groups, all kinds of personalities, from couch potatoes to fitness 
buffs. The program has different levels so that you can choose to take it 
easy, medium or make more challenging for you.
 Fans of Pilates stick with the program because it's diverse and 
interesting; people do fewer repetitions of a number of exercises rather 
than lots of only a few.
 So if some students like you need Phys. Ed. Credits or just want 
to try something new, you should consider taking this class. It is for 
students in 10th,  11th, 12th grades; it is an elective ½  year course and is 
equivalent to ½ credit of Phys. Ed.  This year Ms Malicki is teaching this 
class 2 periods- period 1 and period 4/5. We encourage the boys to take 

this course during period 4/5 
this year. There are 28 
students- 26 girls and 2 
boys!!! And I'm sure those 2 
boys enjoy it. So think about 
it.

-Photo and story by 
Karla Morazan 

You Mad Souped!
 If you attend Wilbur Cross High School, chances are, you’ve 
heard your share of slang. There are so many bits of colloquial language 
floating around that you can hardly walk down the hallway without 
hearing examples of it. With all these casual words and sentences going 
on, they seem to blend together. In all this turmoil, one quote stands 
above the rest. That notorious phrase is “You mad souped,” made popular 
by Cross sophomore, Kevin Carrillo.
 According to Carrillo, “‘You mad souped’ means someone’s 
happy or they’re ‘cheesing.’” By “cheesing,” another popular slang term 
at our school, he means “smiling.” When asked when he first started 
hearing this phrase, he replied, “More like ‘invented.’ It was in fifth 
grade. Carrillo says “You mad souped” constantly because he has become 
so accustomed to saying it. “I said it so much that I couldn’t stop,” he 
stated.
 When Carrillo was asked when someone was classified as “mad 
souped,” his response was,  “Mostly if they’re happy about telling a story 
or a joke.” He admits that almost everyone he says it to is annoyed by it. 
Carrillo is not the only one who uses this phrase. “My friend Mike says it 
too,” he says. “No one gets their feelings hurt,” said Carrillo when asked 
if he had offended anyone with his favorite quote.  “They just know I’m 
playing and they laugh,” he continued.
 Carrillo’s response to being asked how long he could survive 
without saying “You mad souped” was “Probably two seconds.” 
Obviously, Carrillo doesn’t plan to stop any time soon. His infamous 
phrase is here to stay.

-Risa Duff

Jimmy wants to be a firefighter!

 T h e C a r e e r 
Center is located in the 
A-wing on the first floor 
next to the main office. It 
is run by Mr. Howell and 
Mrs. Maldonado. Who 
work with students to 
help them get ready for 
basic work related 
activities such as the 
internship program, 
EMT & ACE. Mrs. 
Maldonado and Mr. 
Howell work with the Guidance Counselors office to present their 
program to freshmen classes and assist in Choice Assessment. Mr.  Howell 
and Mrs. Maldonado also work with sophomores to prepare job 
shadowing opportunities. Mrs. Maldonado advises, “If you’ve never been 
in the career center, stop by after school to see what it has to offer.” Mr. 
Howell and Mrs. Maldonado both say that working at the career center is 
not a job but the career center here at Wilbur Cross to teach the students 
life skills. They call it the different future careers.  Also while you look for 
a career, you probably will discover something new about yourself. Mr. 
Howell’s slogan is, “Think outside the box, and discover your talents.” 
The best way to know about new events happening in the career center is 
by listening to the morning announcements. If there are any questions, 
Mr. Howell and Mrs. Maldonado are more than willing to help anyone in 
need of advice.  

-Story and photo by Mercedes Peres
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ARTS
SICKO

 SICKO, a documentary produced by Michael Moore, was 
released into theaters early this summer.  Moore spends two hours 
comparing American health insurance policies to national free health care 
in various other countries.   With three notable documentaries preceding 
this, Roger & Me, Bowling for Columbine, and Fahrenheit 9/11, viewers 
go into SICKO expecting a similar film.  Moore is right on target with his 
uncensored criticism and hilarious comparisons.  
 In the early 1990s, Hilary Clinton’s proposal for a free national 
healthcare system was rejected and trampled upon by the republicans of 
the time.  In this film, Moore travels to Canada, England, France, and 
even Cuba to show his audience how Clinton’s idea of a socialized 
healthcare system may,  in fact, be a step forward as opposed to an attempt 
towards a communist movement.

Surprisingly, Moore does not focus on the 50 million Americans 
who are without health insurance, rather on the 250 million who do.   He 
interviews people who have medical insurance and those who work for 
these companies.  The testimony given by these people can only make the 
audience wonder how any authority figure in this country could even 
consider denying the American people free health care.   Given 
unfortunate stories of death, bankruptcy, and displacement, the audience 
is exposed to truths, however disturbing, that need to be heard.

As he explores healthcare systems in other countries, Moore 
reveals the obstacle-free methods they go through.  He goes far enough 
when he proves that Cuba, in several ways, has better healthcare than the 
United States.  A country that gets put down for a considerable amount of 
reasons just so happens to give exceptional care to its patients for no cost.  
They must be doing something right.   Moore reveals Nixon on record as 
saying “The less care they give them, the more money they make.”  Is 
that really a philosophy our medical insurance companies should be going 
by?

With five hundred hours of footage chiseled down to just two, 
you might wonder how much 
could actually be in this 
movie.  Sure, the hospitals 
visited in the movie may 
have spruced up the place a 
little, but there is absolutely 
no way this documentary is 
pu t t ing on a show.  
R e g a r d l e s s , M o o r e 
successfully conveys his 
disbelief and disappointment 
with the current healthcare 
system in our country.  
SICKO is a documentary that 
lives up to and may even 
e x c e e d h i s p a s t 
accomplishments.  We can 
only imagine what Moore 
has coming for us in the 
future.

-Keeley Coville

10 Questions for the Dalai Lama
How do you reconcile a 
commitment to non-violence 
when faced with violence?  Why 
do the poor often seem happier 
than the rich?   Must a society 
lose its traditions in order to 
move into the future?  These are 
just a few of the questions 
presented to the spiritual leader 
of millions in Rick Ray's 
profound film, 10 Questions for 
the Dalai Lama. 
The modern history of the 
Tibetans is a painful story, but its 
spiritual and political leader,  the 
Dalai Lama, is a heroic personification of peace and optimism.  To the 
Buddhists, he is the fourteenth reincarnation of Buddha.  To countless 
others, he is an authentic man of peace in the company of Martin Luther 
King, Gandhi, the Pope, Jesus, Mohamed and others.  
Through archival footage, the film follows his rise to significance 
alongside the tragic fall of Tibetan society at the ruthless and brutal hands 
of Chairman Mao Tse-Tung of China.   A good deal of this footage was 
shot with hidden cameras as Chinese solders massacred Buddhist monks 
and Tibetan civilians.  There is also much original footage by Mr. Ray of 
the Dalai Lama and many Tibetan monks now exiled from their homeland 
and living in Dharamsala India.  At the core of the film, are ten questions 
concerning the state of the modern world, which Mr. Ray presented 
during a one hour audience with the Dalai Lama, which he was granted 
after a long, hard personal journey to the leader. 
Questions regarding faith, conflict, poverty, diplomacy, peace and unity 
are answered and explained with thoughtful and practical insight.   
Mr. Ray, who has 
produced twelve films 
on diverse regions of 
t h e w o r l d , 
photographed the 
material and did the 
interviews himself.  It 
has won awards at 
nine film festivals and 
has been selected for 
eleven additional 
festivals.   Previous 
films have included, 
Raise the Bamboo 
Curtain and Soul of 
India. 
For Mr. Ray, his work 
on the film turned him 
from a cynic to a 
believer.   For me, the 
film convinces that 
peace is always 
possible...and, in this 
troubled world, that is 
n o s m a l l 
accomplishment.  

-Miles Budde
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‘Till Earth and Heav’n Ring.
They say we’re “united”.  Is this just a silly motto or is it real?
You can’t ever get the feeling of being united until unison itself 

comes about.  Nearly 600 girls of Southern Connecticut are all united in 
what is called “United Choir School”.  The special bond of love and joy is 
always tangible there,  even without the singers personally knowing each 
other.

The 2006-2007 handbook calls United Choir School a ‘private, 
non-sectarian educational organization that offers musical training and 
performance opportunities.’ This season, the school has 19 different small 
ensembles, each with girls of similar age or experience, or both. United 
Choir School has two different bigger choirs- the Elm City Girls’ Choir, 
and the United Girls’ Choir.

The United Girls’ Choir is the School’s largest division, which 
has chapters based in Branford, Cheshire, Clinton, Hamden, Killingworth, 
Madison, Milford, and North Haven.  The different chapters sometimes 
collaborate with each other, with other local groups, and with the Elm 
City Girls’ Choir.  

The Elm City Girls’ Choir was founded in 1993; it’s the School’s 
premier performance ensemble, which is based in New Haven. It has 
three divisions- Academy, Advanced Academy, and Senior. Elm City has 
appeared at Carnegie Hall, Walt Disney World, and on CBS television.  It 
has toured extensively throughout the U.S. and Europe, participated in 
many festivals, and sung with many professional orchestras.

Other than its wide-known achievements, the Elm City Girls’ 
Choir and the Choir School promote little day-to-day things such as 
teamwork, watching out for others, having good manners, etc.  It’s also a 
great opportunity for girls to learn songs in many foreign languages and 
dances from many foreign countries.

There are quite a few of these choir girls in the Wilbur Cross 
community. They include Anna LaSala-Goettler (Senior Choir), Bridget 
Nixon (Senior Choir), Jane Youngberg (Senior Choir), Marion Pritchard 
(Advanced Academy), Renqing Wu (Academy), Claire Loxsom 
(Advanced Academy), and Janet Yi (Advanced Academy).

Choir is a big part of life. It's something to look forward to 
during school hours, because the girls in it are so supportive of each other. 
They bond not just musically,  but spiritually as well. Choristers are 
students and teachers at the same time; everyone is also a friend, and a 
family member. They respect and enjoy each other, and it's one of the best 
ways to spend an afternoon.  Elm City has rehearsals 2 nights a week, 2 
1/2 hours each time, and most people in Advanced Academy and Senior 
Choir have rehearsals on a third day to serve as leaders in the United 
Girls' Choir.  It is very intense training, but everyone loves it.

Marion Pritchard, a sophomore, has a special connection with 
the choir. "What can I say? I love choir, I've been in it for more than half 
my life -there's a scary thought for you-, and I can't imagine my life 
without it."

Bridget Nixon is another sophomore who has been in choir for 
more than half of her life. “Because I've been in the choir for so long, and 

because I've made so many good friends who share an interest in music, 
life wouldn't be the same without it. Choir pretty much keeps me sane.”

It's true - as you can see, once attached to choir, it's hard to 
imagine life without it.

It's also true that choir opens up minds, and teaches about things 
that would help outside rehearsals.

"Choir has allowed me to meet girls with similar interests. Also, 
it's shown me how to balance my time and how to be an effective leader," 
says junior Jane Youngberg.

I’ve been in United Choir School for 5 years, and from the 1st 
year, I knew it was going to be something that would change my life and 
the way I approach things. It’s one the exceptional things in which 
everyone would be enthusiastic to say, “No, I can’t… I have rehearsal 
tonight.”

-Janet Yi

Almost Led Zeppelin
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to experience a 

live Led Zeppelin concert? Chances are, you’ll never have a chance, since 
the original band broke up in 1981 (though there are rumors that a 
reunion tour may be in the works). The closest you’ll ever come may be 
Hammer of the Gods,  a Led Zeppelin tribute band that played at the 
Shubert in New Haven on September 29th. Like the original band, 
Hammer consists of a guitarist, vocalist, bassist/keyboardist and drummer 
(Mike Portnoy, Paul Gilbert, Dave Larue and Daniel Gildenlow, 
respectively).  They have been playing various clubs in the tri-state area, 
including Toad’s last spring. But the Shubert is a much bigger venue.

How good are they? Good Times Magazine recently called the 
band "the closest thing to the real thing that we've seen or heard in 
decades." The New York Times calls them “a hot ticket." So, my hopes 
were high, but I was still skeptical.  Could anyone really imitate Robert 
Plant’s voice,  his unique style, his alto range, and his body language 
onstage? But the performance blew me away. The singer not only 
sounded like Plant; he looked and moved like Plant.  The guitarist would 
astonish the audience with his fast solos, while the drums kept a steady 
beat and still managed to add spice to the song. 
 The play list was well thought out. The band began with a couple 
of thrashing tunes to get the audience going. Then, they switched to 
longer, more psychedelic songs like Dazed and Confused, for the middle 
of the show. Hammer of the Gods finished this section with Moby Dick, 
including the legendary drum solo, which went on for a good fifteen 
minutes, giving the other band members a chance to rest up and change 
clothes. For the final segment,  they concentrated on playing songs that 
focused on the guitarist, such as Black Dog and Heartbreaker. 

Hammer of the Gods makes sure you get your money’s worth. 
Halfway through the show, they invited everyone to come up and dance 
up in the front of the stage. I took this opportunity to get a closer look and 

them, and joined about fifty other people moshing 
and headbanging in front of the stage. Between 
songs, the members interacted with us, throwing 
out drumsticks and picks and giving high fives. I 
didn’t land a drumstick, but I was personally 
handed a pick by the guitarist! When the singer 
sensed that everyone knew the song, he would 
hold the mike out to the crowd, and give the 
audience a chance to experience singing a song by 
Led Zeppelin with a live band. 
While most of the songs were near perfect, I was 
disappointed with the climactic rendition of 
Stairway to Heaven, probably Led Zeppelin’s 
most famous song. The beginning, which was 
supposed to have an acoustic clarity, was too 
distorted and electric. The guitarist improvised a 
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great deal on the solo, and altered the song too much from the original. 
This would have been fine in any other song, but the solo in this song is 
one of rock’s best, and shouldn’t have been changed as much as it was.   
 Still,  if you’ve ever wished you could hear or sing along with 
one of rock’s most famous bands, you can’t get much closer than this 
(unless Plant and Page really do get back together).  You get taken back to 
what it must have been like standing five feet 
away from legends like Jimmy Page holding his 
famous double-neck Gibson SG. Sure, you’ll 
probably be deaf for the next five hours after the 
concert, but it’ll be worth it, trust me!                 

-Jacob Gorski

RepublicArt
 In a loft apartment on Foster Street, 
coined “the factory” in a moment of Warholian 
nostalgia, a group calling itself RepublicArt is 
heading an important campaign in the public arts 
sector. Operating an open workshop which 
employs recycled materials, they’re giving local 
artists an opportunity make visual statements on 
the concept of peace, using banners displayed 
throughout the city. 
When an artist produces a piece to be displayed 
in public, he’s given the opportunity to move 
beyond himself as an individual.  His labor 
becomes an accessible symbol,  to be reviewed, 
recycled, revalued, and used to create dynamic 
meanings in the realm of collective awareness. He 
affects creative change outside of the constraints of his own psychology. 
 At a time when the nation is engaged in a controversial overseas war 
campaign, when we see our civil liberties under siege, when the merits of 

our own elective process are 
called into question, the 
issues of communication and 
free speech at the local level 
are more important than 
ever. That the physical 
outlets for expression in the 
urban environment should 
still be dominated by petty 
decoration and advertisement 
when the conditions of 
modern reality force every 
American into direct 
connection with global 
dramas is a sad proposition 
indeed; For that reason,  the 
opening of public forums in 
every possible sector of the 
local media is absolutely 
essential, and the urban 
landscape is a sorely 
underexploited medium. 
After all,  this is where we live, raise our children, buy our groceries,  go to 
school; as taxpayers, we bear responsibility for the physical character of 
Elm City, and to pretend that public space serves merely as a material 
habitat and commercial agent would be a mistake; the images created by  
the cityscape are both cause and effect, informing and reflecting who we 
are as a culture, serving as a  network of ideas and attitudes called upon in 
the social engagements of everyone who sets foot on a New Haven street.
  The peace project aims to exploit this resource to open public discussion 
on a difficult subject: PEACE. And quite simply that, an undefined idea 
open to interpretation by anyone cares to think about it, and we’re talking 
back to basics: a raw ideal born of a fundamental human hope,  not a 
promise associated with a political agenda. Through the use of the city’s 
banner system, RepublicArt is opening a democratically authored public 
forum, providing an outlet for the citizenry to respond to the 

dissatisfactory conditions of its existence, a 
mechanism we hold itself to be crucial to the 
development of lasting peace. The existence of 
an integral relationship between the discussion 
being established and the subject being discussed 
is the only philosophical statement, and hence the 
only agenda, of the project organizers. While 
necessarily operating within a nonpartisan 
framework, republic arts avoids any further 
censorship; they’ve created an open media that’s 
secular, apolitical, and free from corporate 
interests, allowing for absolute freedom of 
expression. 
By using the artistic process to provide an 
accessible means of communication, RepublicArt 
has given the artist a social role. They’ve given 
the public another way to open their mouths,  and 
hopefully another way to open their eyes,  doing 
it’s part in a grassroots movement to get Lady 
Liberty a decent pair of contact lenses. And 
frankly, considering the maddening discrepancy 
between what’s going on in the world at large and 
what’s going on in popular media today, it’s 
about time. 

-Drew Keefer
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Requiem to Freedom

Rising from the crimson seas of tyranny,
She bears a crown of swords upon her head,
Lamenting a dream that has long been dead.
She gouged out her eyes so she could not see
When her shattered gyves were forged anew.
Her luminous face, once so bronze and hale

Is now cankered with shame, now green and frail.
Her soul was ravaged of vigor and pride;

Raped by Ignorance, so long denied.
Her virtue was ruined before one and all;

Our denial drowned out her anguished call.
Thus, that sepulchral corpse we crucified,

Gored, and embalmed by our apathy
Is all that remains of sweet Liberty

Torrese A. Ouellette

ADVICE, ETC.

Relationships

This goes out to all the couples 
everywhere. For those couples 
who feel that their relationship is 
solid, for the couples in 
relationships with deception, 
and also for the single people 
who have hard times investing 
their trust and love into others 
b e c a u s e o f p r e v i o u s 
relationships. Here are some 
opinions from a male’s 
perspective and a female’s 
perspective.

MALE PERSPECTIVE: Alfred 
Bowman I respect and 
give more power to the couples 
all around who are able to go 
beyond the negative influences 
of others and who do not let 
stupid people or little things 
come in between what they have. I don’t understand the relationship 
concept, “It’s you and me against the world” for the non-experienced 
couples; these are the couples who cannot have a happy relationship. 
These couples are the ones who always have the thought that there could 
be someone else or the other lying, which leads to no trust between them. 
If they can learn to trust each other and to pay no attention to distractions, 
they can also have happy relationships. For the single people who has 
been heartbroken in previous relationships before, or has not had the 
courage let anyone close to you, just give people a chance. No I’m not a 
relationship specialist, but all I am saying is I know it won’t be easy 
adjusting and letting someone back into your heart or letting someone in 
for the first time; I’m saying to give it a try. Just remember- all males and 
females are not the same. 

FEMALE PERSPECTIVE: Jasmine Suggs: Yes I know it’s good to have 
a strong relationship, because each of you will be happy. But the twist is 
you lose a lot of friends because of jealousy. When you’re in a strong 
bond it’s nice to be surrounded by other people of happy couples. For the 
people who have the trust issue, it comes about with the “he says she say 
ish!” But, only couples who don’t trust each other let it get to them.  
Don’t let jealous people get in your way. Why listen to them? It’s only 
going to make things worse.  Here’s my opinion, but don’t listen!!! For 
people who are single, don’t rush into a relationship because you might 
not be ready for the stress. You have options to explore- which many 
forget.   So if you do want to settle down with one person, just make 
sure that they feel the same way. If you’re not sure then “beat around the 
bush” and ask questions to that sort. 

-Alfred Bowman and Jasmine Suggs

The ISH...?
CLOTHES:

Did you ever think that paying a little bit more for clothes would 
make a difference? Nowadays it is! Akademiks, Rocawear, Coogi, or 
LRG is the top brands for clothing, and if you don't have it, then where 
have you been? Fashion is the ‘it’ thing and about how you can make up 
your own style. Is it the Kanye West, the Jim Jones, or your Own? 
Fashion nowadays is a mixture of hip-hop and old school (like our 
parents’ age). If you think about it then we must all look alike, so who's in 
it to win? The question of "win what? " is rambling in your mind. And the 
answer is… to be the "FLYEST"...DUH!!

FEET GAME:

If you didn't know, now you do. The hottest footwear out is Jordans, 
Dunks, Vans, etc. Now these sneakers aren’t cheap; especially Jordans, 
and everyone is racking up, so you better run fast... if not, they're going to 
be GONE! It's so funny how kids rather spend money on luxuries rather 
than save it up for college! Just depending on their parents; it's a darn 
shame! But if you want to be the flyest thing walking, then you better step 
up your game! It's alot of COMPETITION!

HAIR:

Zig-Zag, Swirls, Spider-Man, or you name! If you don't have have it, 
boys, well here is a tip. At least have the 360 waves spinning, or keep the 
braids fresh.When I mean fresh I mean FRESH! Ladies, ladies, ladies! I 
have some tips for you too. If you wear your hair out, keep the fresh 
wrap. Make sure your wrap is “poppin’” like your lips. If you wear 
weave, keep it TIGHT! Stop letting your tracks get to the point where you 
can see them. Come on, ladies, step your game up... you’re in it to win! 
Not saying that anyone’s like that, but, you’re in high school now! No 
more bows and barrettes!

MYSPACE:

Now everyone and their mother has a MySpace page… and I mean your 
mother has a MySpace. Nowadays, this is dating, email, everything. 
MySpace is the most popular website on the planet. So, boys, girls, and 
parents stop having arguments over MySpace! About who's on whose top 
friends, or if they catch you talking to someone else; in other words, 
cheating! So here's my tip to whomever is in a relationship: do not have a 
MySpace page. It ruins your relationship!

 -Jasmine Suggs
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Ms. Insight
Dear Ms. Insight,
 I’ve been having trouble with my best friend.  I don’t know how 
to keep her close when her boyfriend just comes and takes her away. How 
can I be close to her when she’s so close to her boyfriend without 
conflict?
 Sincerely,
 “Missing Friend”

Dear “Missing Friend,”
 I realize how difficult it must be having a best friend who seems 
to put someone else before you. Just try to understand that she probably 
hasn’t forgotten about your friendship. She’s just so caught up in her love 
life that she doesn’t realize the pain she’s causing someone who cares 
about her. Even though she may be at fault, don’t gossip about her or risk 
losing your friendship.  Don’t take it out on her boyfriend because he is 
fighting for her attention just as much as you are. Instead, use these tips to 
get your relationship back on track.
 First, find chances to contact your friend when her boyfriend 
isn’t around. If you share a class or activity with her that he isn’t a part, 
take advantage of the opportunity to have her to yourself. Use this time to 
catch up with her, strengthen your connection, and have enough fun with 
her that you are satisfied when she chooses to spend time with her 
boyfriend as well.  Just make sure that if you are in class you only talk at 
appropriate times so you don’t get in trouble. Some other ways you could 
get in touch with her are by calling, emailing, or instant messaging her. 
Once you’ve gotten her attention, try making plans with her. You could 
see a movie, go shopping, or even invite her to sleep over.
 Also, you should spend more time with your own boyfriend, if 
you have one. If you don’t, maybe you should become serious with a 
male friend who has feelings for you. Then you won’t feel as bad when 
your best friend leaves for her boyfriend, because you will have someone 
to turn to. Plus, hanging out with her and her mate won’t be as awkward 
if you are with your mate as well. You can even go on a double date, 
which will give her the chance to be with her boyfriend and her best 
friend at the same time. Nonetheless, don’t feel pressured to jump into a 
relationship just to please your friend.
 Additionally, you should try spending time with your other 
friends. Then you wont always have your mind on someone who isn’t 
always thinking about you. If you don’t have that many friends, try 
getting to know your acquaintances better. Joining a club is a great way to 
meet new people. Once your best friend sees you spending time with 
others, she may become jealous and stop neglecting you. Even if she 
doesn’t, you will be surrounded by friends to comfort you and keep your 
mind off her.
 I hope you will 
find the advice I 
suggested useful. Just 
remember that boys come 
and go, but best friends 
are forever. If you use the 
information I supplied 
you with, your friendship 
will be running smoothly 
in no time at all.
 Sincerely,
 Ms. Insight

If you have a problem that 
you would like Ms. 
Insight to help you with, 
please email her at 
msinsight@yahoo.com.

Horoscopes

Aires (March 21- April 20)
Aires are known for their need to be accepted by others and known all 
around the world. NEWS FLASH! It’s not a big deal if everyone you 
know doesn’t compliment you on your new ups or if they don’t say 
anything about the expensive new Gucci bag you just bought at some 
store that you can’t even pronounce. Friends love you for who you are, 
not because of what you’re wearing. And if they really do mention how 
your new ups don’t match your outfit, maybe your friends don’t match 
you. Chill out – possessions don’t make you who you are.
 
Taurus (April 21-May 20)
Feel strong, potent and vigorous for you are a Taurus! While you yearn 
for balance, and hate disruption, understand that this will not always be 
the case. The “T” will always be crowded and the Man will always be 
telling you to get out of the hall even though you weren’t doing anything 
wrong.  Don’t feel bad, harmony was never Cross’s thing, but it can be 
yours. Eat some chocolate and ice cream and forget about the world.
 
Gemini (May 21- June 20)
It’s understandable that you like to be free to do as you please but stop 
putting off everything! Those English essays aren’t going to write 
themselves and you will never understand how to factor if you don’t ask 
for extra help. Just because you stop paying attention to it, doesn’t mean 
it’s going to get away. Take some time away from your friends and write 
that essay and do your math homework. You may be missing out on that 
movie with the gang, but think of all the money you’ll get from your folks 
when they see that you raised that C- to a B+ in Algebra 2! It’ll be movie 
heaven.  
 
Cancer (June 21-July 22)
You might be encountering a difficult situation right now, but stay calm 
and cool.  Retaining your sensibility will get you through this. Everything 
should definitely work out in the end and if it doesn’t then maybe you 
were too bigoted with all your tasks to witness the pot at the end of the 
rainbow. Smile. Things will be bad, but you can improve that grade and 
you can get that part in the school play. Sometimes the biggest risk you 
can take is taking no risk at all (how’s that for a cliché?) 
 
Leo (July 23 – August 21)
Leos are natural born leaders that tend to be very innovative. Think of 
something and do it. Maybe you can think up a new pair of uptowns (as if 
we don’t have enough already though). The thing is,  you need to get on it 
right away. Don’t let this opportunity pass you by. Screw everything and 
everyone that gets in your way (well not literally) Who knows what you 
can gain from this experience? Create. Build. Do English. Factor 
Completely. 
 
Virgo (August 22 – September 21)
Money. Money. Money. Is that all you ever think about? “MOM! Some 
new Jordans came out that I need to get!” For Christ’s sake, do you 
really need another pair of sneakers to add to your already 20 pair 
collection? Or do you really need more clothes to cover that egocentric 
self of yours? And it is not viable for you to say it’s ok to spend because 
you have a job and you make that money. It’s called SAVING! Why 
don’t you try it some time? You wouldn’t want to have to sell your shoe 
collection to pay for your phone bill now would you? No. So chill out 
with the spending.
 
Libra (September 22 – October 21)
Get in touch with your true self. This doesn’t necessarily mean to go on 
a shopping spree because that’s the way you express your “true self”. 
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Don’t be too caught up in fantasies. Be careful because you might get 
trampled while in the cafeteria in the midst of you innocently waiting to 
get some grub. Come back down to earth, if you don’t you risk not being 
able to connect with anyone. Not even with the voices in your head.
 
Scorpio (October 22 – November 21)
This month you are hoping for world domination. Why? Because as a 
Scorpio, being dominate is key. However, since you’re still in high school 
maybe world domination isn’t your thing. First try classroom domination. 
If that works,  go higher. (If it doesn’t, quit while you’re ahead) Then try 
high school domination and if that works,  maybe you have a chance at the 
world. What I’m trying to say is you should not let other people, who 
don’t know what the heck they’re talking about get in your way (but don’t 
get suspended in the process because I see a lot of that in the near future 
and don’t make your plans in the library during 9th and 10th period if 
you’re a senior,  because then you’ll get kicked out) Go big and don’t back 
down. 
 
Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)
Being a Sagittarius, you love freedom and what’s better than freedom? 
Food.  Yeah that’s right. So eat calories. Eat carbs. Eat french fries and 
chips. Don’t worry about gaining a few extra pounds. You’ll work those 
off next month, but enjoy life. You don’t know what the hell is going to 
happen. If you did you’d be some prophet who wouldn’t need to be 
reading the horoscope in the newspaper. Buen provecho! 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Open your eyes kid! Take a step back and start listening to what people 
aren’t saying right to your face.  This world isn’t all about you, buttercup. 
There’s a friend that needs you to be there for them so you can’t just ditch 
them for a date with your boy/girlfriend. Give them a call and see what 
happens. That date with your honey can wait, but your friend or 
whomever needs you more than you need another make out session with 
your lover. Don’t be selfish. Pick up the damn phone.

Aquarius (January 20 - February 18)

Why don’t you try something new this month? Make it an adventure. 
Instead of waking up, doing some stuff and then going back to sleep, try 
going to the arcade and playing Whack-A-Mole for 10 hours. That’s fun. 
Or maybe you should rethink going out altogether. It’s a grand possibility 
that the world isn’t ready for your charisma. If I were you, 
I’d lock all the doors and windows, shut the blinds, 
disconnect the phone and never ever ever come out of 
the house until you’re sure it’s safe. Sorry, it’s in the 
stars.   

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)

Some people never know what the heck to do when it 
comes to making decisions in life. They feel rushed and 
pressured to come up with the right choice because omg! 
if you pick the wrong choice it could ruin your life. Just 
settle down and breathe. The world isn’t going 
anywhere. Everything is the same as it was a hundred 
thousand years ago except now all of it is digital. Take 
some time to think over what you really need and what 
you should do about that class you hate, the college you 
want to go to, or that hot kid over in the next classroom. 
Don’t be absurd. Make the decision that’s right for you, 
not everyone else. 

Disclaimer: 

I will have you know that all these horoscopes are completely valid and 
you would have to be some kind of moron not to realize that every single 
one of them is absolutely true.
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SPORTS

Football
 What sport began in the fall that hurt the weak and glorified the 
strong? I will tell you - football. The Wilbur Cross football team finally 
defeated West Haven, after 23 years. Al Bowman said, "This is the best 
victory in the world.” 
             The freshmen are the future of the team, right? Well, Al Bowman 
said that he thinks the future of the program is going to be successful 
because of the coaching staff and Coach Acquirta. Much of the great 
football team’s credit goes to him. I say - keep your head up fresh, and 
good luck to the whole team. You already know the motto - "No pain, no 
gain.”

-Bobby McKnight III

All is not lost for the Wilbur Cross High School Governor’s.  After 
twenty-three long defeated years, the Wilbur Cross High School football 
team has finally pulled together to defeat the West Haven High School 
Westies football team with a 15-14 win. All of the players on the football 
take much pride in the win over West Haven including myself. Here are 
some opinions and responses on the win over West Haven from some 
players.
Omar: I think that our victory against West Haven started at practice. 
Even though we had some disciplinary problems, we managed to pull 
together as one team that week. Thinks to the help of Coach Acquavita 
and his coaching staff, they helped by getting us ready and making it clear 
to us that not only was the game important to win, but for pride, the pride 
to make a change in Wilbur Cross history after twenty-three years and 
win against the West Haven Westies.
Darius: I believe if we practiced all the rest of the season like we 
practiced that week of the West Haven game, our team will be successful 
in the rest of the Friday night battles to come.
Yanick: it feels good to be a senior and beat West Haven after twenty-
three years. It was a very intense game and I was very proud of the team.

-Alfred Bowman

Approaching the Upcoming Season 
with No Coach.

RECENT CROSS SHOCKER! As we all know Wilbur Cross 
Coach Queen Edward- Smith is now the head coach for Yale University. 
She leaves Wilbur Cross girls basketball team with no coach and 
questions like, will the assistant coach Michelle Cabaldon get the job or 
will it be a totally different coach? I’ve asked Terri Davis a returning 
junior how she feels and her quotes were, “I’m kind of happy she’s gone 
but then I’m not. I’m happy because no more 20 to 50 laps a day but not 
happy because she was a great coach and now we don’t know who our 
coach is.” Tyrese Thomas is also running for the coaching job, a lot 
people think he would push players to their full potential and do a great 
coaching job. We will definitely see over the next few weeks who the 
Wilbur Cross girls basketball coach is.

-Shaniqua Fuller

Keeley’s Sports Stories
VOLLEYBALL

 At a 2-6 (win-lose) record, the volleyball team is off to a good 
start.  “We have a stronger team than last year.  There are a lot of talented 
freshmen, which is great,” says Tiffany Ortiz, captain of the team.  So far 
they have played East Haven, Foran, Branford, Hamden, Career, and 
North Haven High Schools.

                As captain of the team, Tiffany has a lot on her shoulders.  
Training and practicing for the games is a lot of work.  Though the effort 
put forth in the games show that she is leading her girls in the right 
direction.  She has nothing but faith in her team for this season.  “The 
girls get better everyday, and I am so proud of them.”

FOOTBALL

You think being on the vasity football team is tough?  Try 
being the only girl.  With strenuous workouts and drills, few students at 
Wilbur Cross would find it simple.  Leave it to Tamia Gregory, a senior 
here at Wilbur Cross, to try out for the team.

                Tamia, an outgoing and determined student, according to 
faculty and her peers, decided to try out for the football team for the sole 
reason of it being her favorite sport.  Now that she has made the team, she 
plays widereceiver and cornerback as well as an important role in 
breaking the common stereotype; girls can’t play football.

                Although discouraged at times, her supportive coach and self-
confidence have helped her achieve her goal.  She says she has fun being 
there and loves being part of the team.

If injured, Tamia says she will demote to team manager, and continue to 
support from the sidelines.

-Keeley Coville
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Varsity Boys Soccer

Varsity Football
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Date Opponent H/A-Facility
Time/
Result

Tue., 
9/11

Notre Dame-
West Haven

Home - Rice Field
 

T 1-1

Fri., 
9/14

Amity Away - Amity High School - Field #3
 

L 3-1

Tue., 
9/18

North Haven Home - Rice Field
 

T 0-0

Thu., 
9/20

Branford Home - Rice Field
 

W 1-0

Mon., 
9/24

Career Magnet Away - East Shore Field
 

W 9-0

Wed., 
9/26

East Haven Home - Rice Field
 

W 2-0

Fri., 
9/28

Derby Home - Rice Field
 

W 4-0

Tue., 
10/2

Notre Dame-
West Haven

Away - Yale Field F
 

L 2-0

Fri., 
10/5

Amity Home - Rice Field
 

W 2-0

Wed., 
10/10

Jonathan Law Home - Rice Field
 

W 4-1

Sat., 
10/13

North Haven Away - Memorial Field
 

W 1-0

Mon., 
10/15

Branford Away - James L MacVeigh Alumni 
Athletic Complex - Turf Field
 

W 1-0

Wed., 
10/17

Career Magnet Home - Rice Field
 

W 9-0

Fri., 
10/19

East Haven Away - Frank 'Coach' Crisafi Field
 

T 0-0

Tue., 
10/23

Derby Away - Derby -Ryan Athletic Complex
 

L 2-1

Thu., 
10/25

Jonathan Law Away - Law Field
 

W 6-1

Date Opponent H/A-Facility
Time/
Result

Fri., 9/14 Fairfield Prep Home - Wilbur Cross Football 
Complex
 

L 0-28

Thu., 
9/20

North Haven Away - Vanacore Football Field
 

L 20-27

Fri., 9/28 West Haven Home - Wilbur Cross Football 
Complex
 

W 15-14

Fri., 10/5 Daniel Hand Away - Surf Club
 

L 7-14

Fri., 
10/12

Shelton Home - Wilbur Cross Football 
Complex
 

L 12-15

Sat., 
10/20

Hamden Away - HHS Turf Field
 

T 7-7

Sat., 
10/27

Cheshire Home - Wilbur Cross Football 
Complex
 

1:00 p.m.

Fri., 11/2 East Haven Away - Frank Coach Crisafi Field
 

7:00 p.m.

Fri., 11/9 Notre Dame-West 
Haven

Away - Veterans Stadium West 
Haven
 

7:00 p.m.

Thu., 
11/22

Hillhouse Away - Bowen Field
 

10:30 a.m.
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Varsity Girls Volleyball Varsity Girls Soccer
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Date Opponent H/A-Facility
Time/
Result

Sat., 9/8 Hyde Leadership 
(Scrim.)

Home 10:00 
a.m.

Tue., 
9/11

Foran Home - Wilbur Cross 
Gymnasium

L 3-0

Fri., 9/14 East Haven Away - East Haven HS L 3-0

Mon., 
9/17

Branford Home - Wilbur Cross 
Gymnasium

L 3-0

Wed., 
9/19

Hamden Home - Wilbur Cross 
Gymnasium 

W 3-2

Mon., 
9/24

Career Magnet Away - Career High School W 3-0

Wed., 
9/26

North Haven Away - Fred Kelly Gymnasium 
NHHS

L 3-0

Fri., 9/28 Sheehan Home - Wilbur Cross 
Gymnasium

L 3-0

Mon., 
10/1

Guilford Away - Kenefick Gym at Guilford 
HS

L 3-0

Wed., 
10/3

Hillhouse Away - Hillhouse Gym L 3-0

Fri., 10/5 Foran Away - Foran High School L 3-1

Mon., 
10/8

East Haven Home - Wilbur Cross 
Gymnasium

L 3-0

Wed., 
10/10

Branford Away - James L MacVeigh Alumni 
Athletic Complex

L 3-0

Fri., 
10/12

Hamden Away - HHS Gym W 3-0

Mon., 
10/15

Career Magnet Home - Wilbur Cross 
Gymnasium

W 3-0

Wed., 
10/17

North Haven Home - Wilbur Cross 
Gymnasium

L 3-0

Fri., 
10/19

Sheehan Away - Sheehan High School L 3-0

Mon., 
10/22

Guilford Home - Wilbur Cross 
Gymnasium

L 3-2

Fri., 
10/26

Hillhouse Home - Wilbur Cross 
Gymnasium

5:00 p.m.

Date Opponent H/A-Facility
Time/
Result

Wed., 
9/12

Sacred Heart 
Academy

Away - Sacred Heart Academy L 8-4

Fri., 
9/14

Shelton Home - Rice Field II L 3-0

Tue., 
9/18

East Haven Away - Frank 'Coach' Crisafi Field L 5-2

Thu., 
9/20

Amity Away - Amity High School - Field # 3 L 7-1

Mon., 
9/24

North Haven Home - Rice Field II W 3-1

Wed., 
9/26

Branford Away - James L MacVeigh Alumni 
Athletic Complex - Turf Field

L 3-1

Fri., 
9/28

Derby Away - Derby -Ryan Athletic Complex W 8-0

Tue., 
10/2

Sacred Heart 
Academy

Home - Rice Field II\ L 4-2

Fri., 
10/5

Shelton Away - Shelton High School - Turf 
Stadium

L 3-1

Tue., 
10/9

Foran Home - Rice Field II L 3-1

Fri., 
10/12

East Haven Home - Rice Field II L 4-3

Mon., 
10/15

Amity Home - Rice Field II L 3-1

Wed., 
10/17

North Haven Away - Memorial Field L 2-1

Fri., 
10/19

Branford Home - Rice Field II L 4-3

Tue., 
10/23

Derby Home - Rice Field II 3:45 p.m.

Thu., 
10/25

Foran Away - Foran High School 7:00 p.m.



Wilbur Cross PTSO 
Parent- Teacher-Student- 

Organization

PTSO Information

 Wilbur Cross PTSO ( parent , teacher, student 
organization) reorganized in the school year 2006-7 in 

order to support Cross students and provide a means for 
parents, students, teachers and administrators to work 

together. 
 Some past successes were: organizing the annual ice 

cream social, the Election Day bake sale, contributions to 
the Best Buddies program, parent meetings with the 

citywide curriculum administrator, graduation events, PTSO 
participation in Cambridge school evaluations and 

contributing during the CAPT exam week.
     Meetings were held monthly throughout the year, and 

are scheduled for this year as well- see dates below. In the 
2007-8 year the hope is to build on some of the 

achievements from last year, and all interested members of 
the Wilbur Cross community are welcome to become a part 

of the PTSO meetings and activities.

Goals for the 2007-2008 school year
- increase participation at meetings and PTSO sponsored 

fundraising activities
- increase fundraising - both money and events

- offer a meet- the-author series  
- obtain Title I funds available to PTSO

- Spanish-speaking interpreters for meetings / events
- Obtaining corporate sponsors (at least 2)

- Future Board Members/Executives

Meeting Dates 2007-2008   
(6pm at Wilbur Cross)

 
1.   November 14
2.   December 12
3.   January 16
4.   February 13

5.   March 19
6.   April 23
7.   May 14
8.  June 4  

PTSO Contact information:
   Loria Jones             email:    loria.juanita@sbcglobal.net

   Tracy Blanford       ph:    467-0126
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